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to be guarded against wherever the Chinese congregate, has been
checked. The houses generally are extremely clean* Crimes of
violence are rare; and there is practically no destitution, the members
of the colony being very helpful among themselves. Political feeling
has run high during the recent stirring events in China, in which the
members of the colony have taken an absorbed and curiously simple and
uncomprehending interest* They appear to be exclusively Cantonese,
as might be expected from the way in which the Kuang Provinces
are monopolizing the outlets for emigration and business overseas*
With the most imperfect knowledge and childlike views of public
affairs, the majority profess themselves admirers of Dr. Sun Yat-sen,
who is generally believed, in some vague way, to have done much for
China, and, as Cantonese, they are for the south, against north, to
a man* The late Emperor was a very weak man and the present
Government is vastly better than the old; but Yuan Shih-kai also
is old, very old, a quarter of a Century older than his real age, and
crippled, decrepit, and about to die. Much else the visitor may be
told, equally remote from fact, and showing an elementary misunder-
standing of the problems and situation of China; but it is worthy of
note that the colony no longer subscribes regularly to the Republican
political funds*

Chinatowns all over the world have lost immensely in picturesqueness
of late by the disappearance of the " pigtail" and the adoption of
European dress* Now and then one may see here a small child gay
in Chinese costume; but most of the children are clothed like English
boys and girls of the same age, while many of the men are neater and
more dandified than are the same classes in a foreign port.

Perhaps because the community is small and because the Chinese
in London are not all concentrated in one solid block (for these two
streets are far from being all of China that there is in the East-End)
there is nothing here of the ruffianism and thuggery which have given
the San Francisco and New York Chinatowns such a bad name*
The colony is orderly, clean-living, after its national ways, and very
gentle-mannered. The visitor may guess that he is not over-welcome,
for the intrusion of inquisitive strangers has too often been followed
by an outcry in the Press, by routings-out of peaceful households,
/and fierce measures of reform* So the news that strangers are about
soon spreads, and as they emerge from one door or another they will
be conscious of being watched by little knots of idlers in the roads.
But on the surface, the visitor will be met with nothing but smiles
and courtesy* -There is opium smoking, certainly, and there is gam-
bling of ar sprjt; but one wonders whether, so long as the quarter is
-as.dean and the community as decent-living and as orderly as now,
there is n6t more to be lost than gained by harrying the pipes and